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Chimney, wood burner and
fireplace

The house had a very old and inefficient wood ag W
burner when | bought it. The central heating
struggles to get the house above 18C and soa
secondary form of heating is necessary when the
weather is very cold. | also found that there were
2 ‘holes’ in the back wall if the fireplace that went
back into the thick outer wall and up towards the
chimney. Three weeks ago the old burner was
removed to reveal 3 holes in the wall which were
attached to the chimney. So thatis where all my
heat has been going for the past 7 years. Chris
Clements at Bath Woodburners was very patient
and answered all my questions and has filled in
the holes; relined the chimney with a modern
flue; made a new register plate and placed
vermiculite insulation around the flue and fitted
new burner that meets the January 2022
efficiency levels. I'm hoping to be warm this

Loft hatch

| improved the insulation of the loft hatch by
covering it with layers of wool, polystyrene and
foam that | recycled from others ‘rubbish’ that
would have been thrown away. It was the best
insulated hatch the CHEESE surveyor had seen
through the thermal imaging cameral

Cavity wall insulation

The small, two storey extension at the back of the
house has cavity wall insulation. The CHEESE
survey showed that this has possibly dropped a
e little and | intend getting an installer to check if it
needs topping up to improve its efficiency.

Windows

The front of the house has wooden, very thin
double glazing, due to the stone mullions. The
rest of the house is plastic double glazing that |
inherited. The C.H.E.E.S.E. survey found that the
~ windows are fine but need resealing or improved
sealing. | have tried to find a recommended
' trader to do this, but so far have been

~ unsuccessful.

Soft furnishings

The bedroom has thick, lined curtains and a blind,
which form a good barrier to the cold. | intend to
buy similar curtains for the living room as well.

I will also buy thicker rugs to go on the wooden
living room floor and | will make a door draught
excluder to stop heat transferring between
downstairs and upstairs.

Radflek

De humi d |ﬁe r A few years ago | used a thermal imaging camera

| use a dehumidifier to reduce the humidity level to test the efficiency of Radflek to reduce heat
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cheaper than using a tumble drier. ' Now the radiators are heating the room, not the house and the loss of heat.
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