Virtual Environment & Planning Committee Meeting

Environment & Planning Committee

13/01/2021 19:00 - 20:30 ((UTC+00:00) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London)

AGENDA

Topic

1 QUESTION TIME OPEN TO PUBLIC AND PRESS (Not to exceed 30 minutes). The public are welcome to ask
questions on matters that are on the agenda and other matters at the Chairman's discretion.

A record of any public participation session shall not be included in the Minutes, but included as an appendix note to the Minutes of the meeting.

2 Apologies

To accept any apologies

3 Minutes

To note the Virtual Environment & Planning Minutes of meeting for 1st December and the delegated virtual Minutes of meeting for 22nd December 2020.

Q 2020.12.01_E&Pmins.pdf
3 2020.12.22_E & P mins.pdf

26

4 Declarations of Interests
To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interest) Regulation 2012 made under Section 30 (3)
of the Localism Act 2011 and under the Code of Conduct adopted by the Town Council.

5 Planning Applications
2 Benjamin St BA15 1FN
5 The Old Orchard BA15 1FU
56 Upper Regents Park BA15 1EB
Kingston Farm Holt BA15 1TS
St Katherines Court BA15 1LE
The Old Nursery House, 7c Masons Lane BA15 1QN
The Three Horseshoes Frome Rd BA15 1LA
Three Horse Shoes Frome Rd (2)

5.1 To consider any planning applications on attached sheet

5.1.1 To consider any delegated decisions to be made

6 Chairman's report and Environmental update -

7 Green Space Update

8 Correspondence for Action -

9 Correspondence to note -

10 Zoom details
https://zoom.us/j/91586029147?pwd=ci9GV3UO0bGVpMjFrVTNrOU82NnYzQT09



https://bradfordonavontowncouncil.gov.uk/
https://unidoc.wiltshire.gov.uk/UniDoc/Document/Search/DSA,917879
https://unidoc.wiltshire.gov.uk/UniDoc/Document/Search/DSA,917008
https://unidoc.wiltshire.gov.uk/UniDoc/Document/Search/DSA,917133
https://unidoc.wiltshire.gov.uk/UniDoc/Document/Search/DSA,917317
https://unidoc.wiltshire.gov.uk/UniDoc/Document/Search/DSA,917711
https://unidoc.wiltshire.gov.uk/UniDoc/Document/Search/DSA,917154
https://unidoc.wiltshire.gov.uk/UniDoc/Document/Search/DSA,918015

Attendees

Cllr Alex Kay

Clir David Garwood

Clir Dom Newton

Cllr Emma Franklin

Clir Jennifer Parker

Cllr Tom Lomax

lan Brown

Unconfirmed

Unconfirmed

Unconfirmed

Unconfirmed

Unconfirmed

Unconfirmed

Unconfirmed
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Minutes of a Virtual meeting held by Bradford on Avon Town Council
Environment & Planning Committee
On
Tuesday 1% December 2020 at 7.00 p.m.

Present:

ClIr A Kay (Chairman)

Clir D Newton

Clir J Parker

Clir D Garwood

Chris Hogg — Green Spaces Officer
Lydia Booth — Communications Manager
Val Baker (Clerk)

Members of the Public:
Jes Wire, John Pearce and 3 others.

A statement was read out by the Communications Manager to inform participants attending
this virtual E & P meeting that it would be recorded and published on the Town Council’s
website via utube.

59. Apologies:
Apologies were received from Clir Emma Franklin & Clir Lomax.

60. Declarations of interests
There were none.

61. Minutes

With a couple of amendments, it was proposed by Clir Parker seconded by Clir Newton and
with all in favour RESOLVED: to approve the virtual E & P minutes for 11" November and
the delegate minutes of meeting for 25" November 2020.

62.Planning applications

(i) It was proposed hy Clir Parker seconded by Clir Kay and with all in favour it was
RESOLVED: to send the planning recommendations to Wiltshire Council.

(iiy There were no delegated decisions to be made.

63. Correspondence relating to planning applications to be considered at this meeting —
Due to the lateness of receipt of the following Planning application 20/10544/TCA —

47 St Margaret’'s St, Mulberry — Prune to previous paoints, this was considered — It was
proposed by Clir Parker seconded by Clir Newton and with all in favour RESOLVED: to
approve and permit this application and to include with the other plans to be forwarded to
Wiltshire Council.

The Chair requested that Agenda items 7, 8 and 9 should be brought forward.

64. Climate Emergency Strategy document (CESD)

The CESD (attached) had been circulated with the agenda and was discussed in depth by Clir
Newton. He reported that since BOATC’s declaration of Climate Emergency in March 2019,
further adding to this commitment with the declaration of Ecological Emergency in July 2020,
Bradford on Avon Town Council had taken steps to address climate change resulting from the
previous strategy paper, published back in July 2019. The CESD document highlighted
numerous successful achievements made so far in addressing local climate issues. It was
clear however, that more should be done and imperative that the Town Council, and the
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community, collectively take further steps to reduce our carbon footprint and protect and
restore the natural environment within and around Bradford on Avon. Questions and
discussions took place. Councillors endorsed the draft document and recommended that a
Tree Planting scheme should be included in the document under the heading — Green
Planning.

With a few minor changes to correct the duplicated paragraphs on page 12, with the inclusion
of Tree Planting to be added under the heading Green Planning, it was proposed by Clir
Newton seconded by ClIr Kay and with a unanimous all-in favour vote it was RESOLVED: to
accept the Climate Emergency Strategy document and to recommend this to Full Council in
January 2021 for approval.

65. Climate & Ecological Emergency Budget Proposal 2021-22

The budget proposal had been circulated with the agenda identifying costs amounting to
>£102K, this would provide funding to implement future Climate and Ecological projects
planned by BOATC.

Cllir Newton explained that these were approximate figures which had been viewed by the
Director of Operations, adding that various portions of this would not necessarily come under
the E & P budget, instead amendments to existing spending plans would be reviewed. He
referred to the various budget headings and provided additional information when questioned.
With regards to the Terracyling units he explained that there would be a further budget
allocation and would be looked at under a separate proposal. He further reported that the
Budget Proposal was not all ‘discreet budget’, but it would ensure that the Ecological &
Emergency projects are fully embedded into how the Town Council delivers its services as it
takes on new assets and various other matters during the next year. (Members of public put
forward their questions — see appendix).

Clir Newton referred to Green Planning and explained that the Town Council were expecting
the final Ecosulis report, which would require a Green Spaces Management budget allocated
to deliver this and would need to be reviewed by the Operations Director. Clir Parker asked
how long the season was for planting trees, as residents living in Huntingdon Rise were keen
to plant trees in this area. Clir Kay said it was best to plant during winter, and assets may be
transferred in time for planting trees this winter. Clir Newton responded by saying that until the
Asset Transfer was finalised, some tree planting areas may be on hold. Chris Hogg (GSO)
mentioned that some oak tree saplings had been donated and further trees had been ordered
for this season.

It was proposed by Clir Newton seconded by Clir Garwood and with all in favour RESOLVED:
to refer the recommended Climate & Ecological Emergency Budget Proposal 2021- 2022 to
the Resources Committee meeting on 8" December for approval and then onto Full Council
in January 2021.

66. Planning Budget 2021
ClIr Kay reported that this was being considered, with 2 main expenditures identified:

1. Conservation Area Consultant Fee — she explained that this was paid as a direct
response to planning, but this had now been directed to the Reserves Budget for
consultants and experts who advise the town, so it did not come out of the E & P
budget.

2. Review of the Neighbourhood Plan — This exercise would take a lot of resources and
after consulting with the Director of Operations it is probable that the Town Council
would be able to apply for a grant to provide cover for the production and works so it
would not make direct provision from this committee.

67. Correspondence for Action — There was none.

68. Correspondence to note — There was none.

69. Chairman’s report (as attached)

ClIr Kay reported that the date for completion of the Asset Transfer was forecast for the end
of January 2021, now over a year late. The Ecosulis over-arching report was still awaited —
(Chris Hogg to hasten). Clir Newton requested that emphasis should be on making the
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document digestible for the general public and once the report was received it should be
forwarded to the Senior Leadership team including the Communications Manager.

The meeting ended at 8.15 p.m.

Appendix 1 — Members of public comments

Jes asked why there wasn't any referral to Tree Planting in the Climate Emergency Strategy
document. Cllr Newton replied saying that a Biodiversity survey was due today, but it had not
yet been received.

He also asked if the Town Council had contacted other EV suppliers, as BWCE was not the
only company in the frame, and EV charging is in urgent need.

John Pearce commented on the excellent strategy and the fantastic achievements made so
far but the Climate Emergency Declaration was now 2 years old and faster progress was
needed. He highlighted 3 important headings with his comments:

1. Communication — Clir Newton said edge of Town signage about CE is planned, as
well as other information boards; the Chair responded there is now a dedicated area
on BOATC website including a web page to allow the public to donate for Climate
Emergency or other projects. https://bradfordonavontowncouncil.gov.uk/climate-
ecological-emergencies/

2. EV Charging Points — John said that BOATC were well behind compared to a lot of
areas — saying that the ones in Station Car Park either needed to be repaired by the
end of the month or new ones put in new areas. Clir Newton responded that these
chargers are not reparable, but we are committed to replacing and installing others
soon.

3. Tree Planting — was there a large-scale tree planting strategy? had we appealed to
new landowners? The Green Spaces officer responded by saying that 300 trees had
already been received and that a further 2000 were expected at the end of January
2021,
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BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL
PLANNING APPLICATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED AT THE VIRTUAL ENVIRONMENT &
PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING ON TUESDAY 15T DECEMBER 2020

Town Council reference
Ward

Planning Application Number
Type of application

Date to comment

Town Council meeting date
Case Officer

Applicant

Address

Description of work

Town Council recommendation

Town Council reference
Ward

Planning Application Number
Type of application

Date to comment

Town Council meeting date
Case Officer

Applicant

Address

Description of work

Town Council recommendation

Town Council reference
Ward

Planning Application Number
Type of application

Date to comment

Town Council meeting date
Case Officer

Applicant

Address

Description of work

Town Council recommendation

Page 1 of 2

1

Bradford on Avon North
20/09793\FUL

FUL

21.12.20

01.12.20

Yancy Sun

Mr R Simpson

3¢ Kingsfield Grange BA15 1BE
Proposed extension to dwelling
PERMIT - No objections

2

Bradford on Avon South
20/06135/PNCOU

PNCOU

02.12.20

01.12.20

David Cox

Mrs J Brown

Bradford Bottom Barn, Frome /Rood
Revised planning application for revised access
REFUSE - See attached comments

3

Bradford on Avon North
20/10009/FUL

FUL

23.12.20

01.12.20

Yancy Sun

31 Elmfield BA15 1RH
Single Storey rear extension and replacement porch
PERMIT - No objections



BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL
PLANNING APPLICATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED AT THE VIRTUAL ENVIRONMENT &
PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING ON TUESDAY 15T DECEMBER 2020

Town Council reference 4

Ward Bradford on Avon South
Planning Application Number 20/10544/TCA

Type of application TCA

Date to comment 28.12.20

Town Council meeting date 01.12.20

Case Officer Bev Griffin

Applicant Mr D Moss

Address 47 St Margaret's Street
Description of work Mulberry tree - prune to previous points
Town Council recommendation PERMIT - No objections

Page 2 of 2



Planning application no 2 — 20/06135/PNCQU — Bradford Bottom Barn

REFUSE

The revised access involves an additional section of driveway in the field and the intrusion into open countryside
is intensified. Land is sterilised by this revised proposal such that the visual effect extends well beyond the
curtilage of the building. Notwithstanding the observations of the Highways officer the section of road is narrow
with fast-moving traffic and there is no safe pedestrian access such that car use is exacerbated. Previous
objections remain and the Town Council considers the proposal should be refused.



Climate and Ecological Emergency
Budget Proposal

2020-2021

HAS DECLARED A

CLIMATE
EMERGENCY

HAS DECLARED AN

ECOLOGICAL
EMERGENCY

Revision to Ethical Investment policy to make it
proactively and positively ethical —what we will invest
in, rather than what we won’t, including looking at
firms like Triodos, Octopus and Ecotricity;

Cost neutral, subject to
current status of
investments (RFO to
confirm)

2. Installation of recycling bins, and full-bin reporting >£20k for eco element
mechanism, with standard bins to match;

3. Installation of EV charging points in at least 2 locations by | >£20k excluding income
May 2021, with at least 1 more in plan, and offer of from charging
support to WMC and CRT; Phase one cost >£20k.

4. Specification, selection and purchase of electric vehicles >£25k, but from general
for TC use — Kubota type buggies for Town Wardens, equipment budget. E&P
replacement of CEV, preferably capable of 2/3phase to agree spec
charging

5. Terracycling units installed at Youth Centre, and re- >£3k
establishment of community fridge project;

6. Replacement signage at Town Limits including Eco and >£6k
Climate Emergency elements;

7. ‘Switch-off while idling’ signage at pinch points; >f£2k

8. Retain £10k pot for community eco projects, with a f£16k
further £6k to support youth eco-projects, to be proposed
by young people as part of eco youth engagement
strategy.

9. Eco and Climate Comms budget retained; £5k

10. Development and implementation of an Eco procurement £5k

policy;
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CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL
EMERGENCY

FOREWORD

Councillor Dom Newton, Leader of the Council,
and

Councillor Alex Kay, Chair of the Environment
and Planning Committee

In March 2020, Bradford on Avon Town declared a
Climate Emergency. In July 2020, it followed this
with the declaration of an Ecological Emergency.

Each of these declarations highlight the plight of
our planet, and the impact of human behaviours
and activity on it - an impact that affects all life on
our planet, from plants to animals, and from the
smallest insects to the largest mammals.

As a Town Council, we know that the actions we
can take will make only a small difference to the
global picture . but if everyone who can takes their
own small actions, these will quickly add up to
major changes.

Since our declaration of a Climate Emergency, the
Town Council has taken tangible steps to address
climate change, and indicated in ouroriginal
Strategy Paper, published in July 2019.

But we know that there is a lot more that we can
and must do to serve our community.

We hope you will join us on this journey to reduce
our community's carbon footprint and protect and
restore the natural environment within and
around Bradford on Avon.

Collectively, we can make a difference - which is
why, as a Town Council, we must act now.

For If not now, then when?
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The Town Council's declaration of a Climate
Emergency in March 2019 was not our first actions to
address Climate Change - but in itself highlighted the
importance of the issue.

Addressing the Climate Emergency now feeds into
many other policy areas - but these are some
specific actions that the Town Council has taken to
address Climate Change.

Solar Panels

As part of addressing the urgent issue of Climate
Change, the Town Council installed Solar Panels on
the south-facing roof of St. Margaret's Hall in early
2019.

The 72 panels were officially ‘unveiled’ on March
3rd 2019 with aspecial event to mark the occasion,
and have generated almost 15 megawatt hours
(MWH) of electricity since installation. That equates
to a saving of more than 14 tonnes of carbon, and a
significant reduction in energy bills.

The Council invested £30,000 in the panels, which is
expected to be recouped in around seven years.

L

CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL
EMERGENCY

Dedicated web-pages

We have invested in the creation a dedicated Climate
and Ecological Emergency section on our website,
providing information on the Emergencies, the
actions the Town Council has taken and what's
planned, and advice for individuals on what they can
do.

The site also provides links to local groups active on
climate and ecology issues, and promotes events
they hold which may be of interest.

We are also very active on social media
@BoATownCouncil and we use appropriate hashtags
to make sure posts and tweets reach the best
possible audiences.

#ClimateEmergency #Biodiversity
#EcologicalEmergency #ClimateChange
#PlasticFreeBoA

Woodland

Starting with Kingston Farm in 2019, the Town
Council has added number of woodland areas to
the areas it manages. It was gifted Arnold Wood in
February 2020 and in March 2020, the Environment
and Planning Committee voted to lead the purchase
of Becky Addy Wood, supporting a successful
community fundraising effort.

Taking on woodland allows the Town Council to
protect these important habitats for future
generations and they are a source of carbon-
capture in their own right. We expect to take on
management of the Strips and other wooded areas
around the town as part of the Asset Transfer
process, to be completed in early 2021.

“Our Climate Actions-

2019-2020



CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL
EMERGENCY

Environment and Planning
Committee

We renamed our Planning and Environment
Committee to become the Environment and
Planning Committee in 2018 - an important change
in emphasis. It discusses climate and ecology
issues in every meeting, and drives policy on behalf
of the Council.

Committee Chair, ClIr Alex Kay, also drafted our
2019 Climate Emergency Strategy.

This has included taking a stand on issues such as
the proposed Westbury Waste Incinerator, and
passing of key resolutions on Biodiversity, Wildlife
Protection and providing a specific budget for
communication on the joint Emergencies.

Events

We have hosted two dedicated Climate Emergency
Steering Group meetings, with a range of guest
speakers and workshops. We've also held two
dedicated themed events: our Bat Chat in October
2019 and our Green Homes event in January 2020.
Further public events will be scheduled as and
when permitted under COVID-19 restrictions.

External events relating to the Climate and
Ecological Emergencies are also eligible to be
advertised on both this site and our Explore
Bradford on Avon site. If you are holding a live or
online event you can register it via our Explore site
HERE noting the category as ‘Environment &
Climate Change'.

Both Town Councillors and Officers often attend
Climate Friendly Bradford on Avon (CFBOA)
meetings and events, with many CFBOA members
also in attendance at Town Council Committee
meetings.

Our Climate Actions

2019-2020
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The Town Council also partnered with Bath and
North East Somerset (BANES) Council to co-host a
Climate Action Day, facilitated by the Centre for
Sustainable Energy (CSE) for Town and Parish
Councils on 26th November 2020.

The event was aimed enabling co-working and
sharing of ideas - acknowledging that the Climate
and Ecological Emergencies do not stop at Town,
Parish or County borders.

Other Councils in attendance include Winsley,
Freshford, Monkton Farleigh and Corsham.

Website audit

In 2020, and audit was undertaken of our websites -
bradfordonavontowncouncil.gov.uk and
bradfordonavon.co.uk. The subsequent

changes to the sites saw a massive 80% reduction in
the carbon footprint of the sites.

A

BRADFORD

ON AVON

TOWHN COUNCIL

ALL WELCOME TO JOIN THE DISCUSSION 0
PRACTICABLE STEPS OUR COMMUNITY CA
TAKE TO HELP AVERT THE GLOB
ENVIRONMENTAL CRIS)

7PM THURSDAY 1ST AUGUST 201

www.bradfordonavontowncouncil.gov.uk
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