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Full Council meeting 
Minutes 

From the meeting at 7pm on Tuesday 9 July 2024 

At: St Margaret’s Hall, St Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon

 

Decision making 

The decisions made by the Full Council at this meeting are at minute 22.  

 

Present 

Councillors: 

▪ Kate Bessant 
▪ Sam Blackwell 
▪ Simon McNeil-Ritchie 
▪ Jennie Parker 
▪ Alison Potter 
▪ Tim Trimble 
▪ Katie Vigar 
▪ Jack Vittles 

Town Council Officers: 

▪ Ian Brown - Chief Executive & Town Clerk 
▪ Matthew McLaughlin – Communications Officer 
▪ Sarah Hawkins - Accountant 

Meeting clerk: 

▪ Sarah Howe – Committee Clerk 
 

Apologies 

From Councillors unable to attend the meeting: 

• Emma Franklin 

• Dave Garwood 

• Sarah Gibson 

• Alex Kay 
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As part of public questions, initially raised by a local resident, the Chair, 

Councillor McNeil-Ritchie and all present offered their huge congratulations to 

Councillor Sarah Gibson for winning the Chippenham constituency 

parliamentary seat at the General Election on the 4 July 2024. Congratulations 

were also offered to Dr Brian Mathew who has won the newly created 

Melksham and Devizes constituency parliamentary seat (including Bradford on 

Avon). The Chair also confirmed he would contact Dr Mathew to arrange a 

meeting with the town council.   

 

21. Agenda item 5 - Declarations of interest 

 No declarations of interest were made. 

  

22. Agenda item 4 - Minutes from the previous meeting of the Full Council 

Proposed by Councillor Tim Trimble 

Seconded by Councillor Alison Potter  

and with all in favour it was resolved to accept the minutes of the Full Council 

meeting held on the 7 May 2024.  

 

23. Agenda item 5 - Matters arising 

None. 

 

24. Agenda item 6 – Chair’s Update 

 The Chair read out his update as supplied with the agenda.  

 

25. Traffic Update and discussion 

 The Chair read out the update from the Town Clerk in full and referred 

to the results of the recent public engagement and the letter from Wiltshire 

Council Cabinet members, as supplied with the agenda.  

He confirmed that Wiltshire Council are now looking for an option to progress 

which has an ‘overall level of support at a local level’ probably from traffic 

modelling options A, B or C or even, additionally, option D which would be to 

do nothing. The Chair then asked for comments from councillors.   

 There was a general discussion amongst councillors and the following points 

were raised:  
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• General frustration that Wiltshire Council cabinet members and officers 

appear to have had a rethink on what they want from the town council. 

Originally the town councillors were encouraged to vote on the 

AtkinsRéalis recommended option and some options (e.g Option A, 

reflecting the Covid one-way system) were essentially off the table, now 

they appear to want the most popular option from local residents put 

forward which could be any option/suggestion. 

• More consultation is probably required to help make things clearer, but 

shouldn’t the councillors still be taking the final vote.  

• Any option selected for the initial go ahead will still move through 

several design phases and some sort of evolution to arrive at a final 

design.  

• There is no perfect solution amongst the options, and none will really 

solve the aim to reduce traffic volumes through town, but something 

must be agreed to improve the current state of things and address as 

many of the original aims as possible.  

The Chair asked for public questions which will appear in Appendix A at the 

end of the minutes. 

Councillor Blackwell then suggested the way forward should probably 

involve a working group with as many councillors involved as possible to 

produce questions for the final round of consultation with the town. Listing 

the options, with pros and cons for each and ideally a response from the 

local bus operator on their views. There was general agreement although 

acting quickly to produce the final consultation was also recommended.  

The Chair therefore offered to write to all town councillors to meet and 

work out the final consultation list of questions for residents. Also, he 

would contact Wiltshire Council to obtain some clarification on some of the 

options details to inform the consultation.    

26. Old Golf Course – Update 

 The Chair read out a prepared statement as supplied at Appendix B.  

 Councillor Potter added that Wiltshire Highways have also been in 

discussion with the potential developers and is concerned the access route will 

lead to the removal of grass verges, trees and other vegetation for some 

existing streets.  
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The Chair then opened the matter up for public questions which are at 

Appendix A and following on from the general discussion confirmed that the 

town council will continue to lobby and seek signatures for the latest petition. 

He and other councillors agreed that opposition needs to come from the 

Council using official channels, the community and any other supportive 

groups to create a multi-pronged attack.  

The Town Clerk confirmed that the Cala Homes website will shortly go live with 

an engagement page, asking for comments on the proposed development.   

The Chair finally confirmed that the town council are interested in any relevant 

updates, particularly Councillors Vittles and Potter, will continue to fight the 

proposals and will stay in touch with Cala Homes.  

 

27. Next meeting 

The next Full Council meeting is planned for Tuesday 3 September 2024. 
 

End of the meeting 

The meeting finished at 8.27 pm. 
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Appendix A:  

The were 5 members of the public present and 8 questions were asked. 

(Q1) There was a question about the safer pedestrian river crossing project, 

would the Sustrans briefing instructions and full report be published? And how 

various estimated costs for various river crossing routes are arrived at?  

Both Councillor Vittles and Trimble said that this information would be 

published in the fullness of time. Councillor Vittles went on to say that the 

details would be checked, and he would be in touch with the resident by email. 

It was also confirmed that outline costs are calculated by looking at 

comparator projects.  

(Q2) There was a statement congratulating Councillor Sarah Gibson on winning 

the Chippenham constituency in the 2024 General Election. All present also 

offered Councillor Gibsons their congratulations.  

(Q3) There was a question asking Councillor Vittles if he still had considerable 

‘doubts about the introduction of ‘bus gates’ on Silver Street as part of Option 

C’. As many residents are not convinced by Option C, does he still feel this 

way? 

Councillor Vittles confirmed that the bus gates are really called ‘traffic light-

controlled shuttle working system’ but that the presence or not of bus gates in 

Option C or for any option are a bit of a side show and that the fate of the 

buses in the traffic management scheme are probably not as major 

consideration for Wiltshire Council as previously thought. 

(Q4) There was a comment from a resident in opposition to Option A (a one-

way system) because of a change in character and other problems for roads on 

the one-way route. Emergency vehicles would also be adversely affected by a 

one-way system.  

(Q5) Another resident commented about the traffic saying that seeking a way 

forward has been going on for years, lots of residents want a one-way system, 

Frome Road is congested all the time, pollution is a problem, and a by-pass 

would be ideal but at least a one-way system would keep the traffic following. 

(Q6) A resident commented that there were flaws in the traffic modelling 

study. He would like to propose a ‘as is with mitigations’ option. A local group 

is being put together who would like to talk to Wiltshire Council about 

increasing journey times through Bradford on Avon using town wide traffic 
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calming measures. Increasing journey times would then hopefully reduce 

traffic volumes of through traffic.  

Councillors thought such an idea does not particularly conflict with existing 

options and could help pedestrian and cyclist aims. Councillor Trimble 

indicated he would be happy to listen to what the group had to say. 

(Q7) There was a question about traffic data surveys. Lots have been 

completed in BoA recently and was this to demonstrate falling traffic volumes 

through town. Councillor Trimble confirmed that the data surveys have been 

completed for a multitude of reasons and by multiple bodies so not many 

conclusions can be drawn at this stage as to whether traffic levels are falling. 

However, lots of data is always useful. 

(Q8) A resident stated that she was angry about the golf course update and 

progress Cala Homes have appeared to have made without the town council’s 

knowledge. How long has the landowner been in touch with Wiltshire Council? 

What is TC going to do about it? Can the TC come up with a plan?  

The Chair confirmed he was very angry too. Both BoA Unitary Councillors 

Trimble and Gibson had been in touch with Wiltshire Council that morning, but 

the relevant officer at WC confirmed he could not discuss individual sites at 

this stage. The Unitary Councillors will keep up the pressure and engage the 

town’s new MP to help too.  

It is believed Wiltshire Council had not ‘recently’ been in discussions with the 

developers, but possibly had been in touch with the landowner for around 4 

years or so.  

Residents and the community can engage with the developer’s online 

consultation, and sign petitions. 

The town council will complete the Neighbourhood Plan which will hopefully 

have alternative sites for consideration (as a result of the recent call for sites) 

for the 80 homes the town needs to build. The town council will also continue 

to lobby through their channels.  
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Appendix B: Old Golf Course Update 

Background  - the old golf course site is currently on the Wiltshire Council draft 

Local Plan as a ‘reserve’ site. As a town council we made it clear that we 

oppose development on this site in our official response to the Local Plan. We 

also know that many hundreds of BoA residents also responded to the 

consultation, specifically about the site.  

The Town Council also launched a petition to oppose the development, gaining 

around 2,000 signatures.   

The draft Local Plan is currently under review and we expect it to return later 

this year. 

Situation recently – a few weeks ago a number of posters were put up around 

the site from Cala Homes. The following day, vehicles were seen entering the 

site and it was clear that some testing was underway. 

The Town Council at this point reiterated our opposition to development on 

this site and launched a second petition. Understandably may local residents 

were, and continue to be, very concerned about the tests which are taking 

place. Particularly in light of the site’s previous incarnation as the town tip. 

Meeting – Following these changes, Cala Homes contacted me through their 

engagement contractor to set up an introductory meeting with the Town 

Council on 8 July. Councillor Potter and I met with representatives. 

It is clear Cala Homes are more progressed in their project on the golf course 

than we appreciated. They have an option to buy the land from the current 

landowner and have been conducting tests in the last few weeks. Samples will 

go off for testing. Throughout the meeting the Town Council made clear our 

opposition to any development on the site. 

Cala Homes are also planning to fence in the entire site in the coming weeks 

due to some incidents they say are taking place. They are also expecting to be 

in a position to submit a pre-planning application in about a month, with a 

potential full application being submitted early next year. 
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A rough design was presented which included: 160 dwellings and a country 

park in the green belt. The Town Council expect to see the plans more plainly 

in pre-planning.  

We raised concerns over the site which were the same as our response to the 

Local Plan, particularly focused on contamination risks, loss of biodiversity and 

poor access to the site.  

Finally – It is clear Cala Homes are more progressed that we appreciated on 

this site. Following the meeting our Wiltshire Councillors in BOA have already 

been in touch with Wiltshire Council planning to get further details. The Town 

Council are also about to embark on updating our Neighbourhood Plan to 

continue to identify other, more suitable areas, for small scale development in 

town. 

The Town Council have agreed to keep the lines on communication open with 

Cala Homes as it is in the town’s interest to speak with them as the situation 

progresses without prejudicing our position opposing any development.   

 

 


