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Minutes 

From the committee meeting at 7.30pm on Tuesday 25 March 2025 

At Youth & Community Centre, Bradford on Avon

 

Decision making 

The decisions made by the committee at this meeting are at minute 26. 

 

Present 

Councillors: 

• Sam Blackwell  

• Tim Trimble (Chair) 

• Katie Vigar 

• Jack Vittles (Vice-Chair) 

Town Council Officers: 

• Ian Brown – Town Clerk 

Meeting clerk: 

• Sarah Howe – Committee Clerk 
 

Apologies 

From Councillors unable to attend the meeting: 

• Dave Garwood 

• Sarah Gibson 

• Simon McNeil-Ritchie 

• Jennie Parker  
 

  



  
 

Page 13 of 14 
 

 

25. Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

26. Minutes from the previous meeting of the committee 

Proposed by Councillor Trimble 
Seconded by Councillor Vittles 
And with all in favour it was resolved: that the minutes of the last 
committee meeting held on the 4 February 2025 be accepted as a true 
record. 

 

27. Matters arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

28. Agenda item 6 – Chair’s Update 

The Chair presented his update: 
 

• New pedestrian river crossing – 10 February 2025 a meeting was 
held with Wiltshire Council Highways and Structures officers. The 
meeting was very positive and they will revert with a suggested 
forward work plan. 

• Air Quality monitoring – PM2.5 particulate monitors will be rolled 
out by Wiltshire Council at key locations e.g. near schools from 
May 2025 onwards.  

• Traffic scheme – still no reply from Wiltshire Council Highways 

• The bus funding award – £5.7m from central government to 
improve bus services awarded in November. However, Heart of 
Wessex Combined Authority proposal was not accepted by 
government, sadly delaying potential bus franchising.  

• Auto Speed Watch volunteers are now reporting weekly to the 
Police. St Margaret’s Street South currently has a SID and has also 
had a Community Speed Watch team operating.  

• As part of the Neighbourhood Plan – there are preliminary talks 
with Holt Parish Council on a potential right of way/footpath 
between Holt and Bradford on Avon.  

• The introduction of 20mph speed limits in Wales: first 12 months 
results show a drastic reduction in casualties (28%) on roads 
reduced from 30mph to 20mph. Esure Insurance are considering 
a 10% reduction in car insurance premiums in Wales as claims are 
significantly down.  
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• Police in Wiltshire have launched Operation Snap, a link has been 
published for members of the public to upload video footage of 
motoring offences. The link will be posted on the town council 
website. 

As it was the last Sustainable Travel committee meeting of the current 
administration Councillor Trimble finished his update by thanking all Council 
Officers and Staff for all their hard work. He also thanked fellow Councillors 
and in particular Councillors Parker and Vigar for their help with the LHFIG 
delegated group, who have toured around the town looking at the new 
requests over the last few years. Councillor Vigar thanked Councillor Trimble 
for all his hard work as Chair of the committee. She went onto say that 
Councillor Trimble has been one of most hard-working Councillors of the 
administration tackling a very difficult brief and has given it his all.   

 

29. Agenda item 8 – Local Highways and Footways Improvement group 

(LHFIG)  

(i) It was noted a request originally reviewed and not 

supported by the town council for waiting restrictions 

in Elms Cross Drive, has been forwarded to LHFIG 

who will consult with the resident directly. It was 

rejected by the town council’s eligibility criteria as 

low on community benefit.  

(ii) The funding report as supplied with the agenda was 

noted. Councillor Vigar asked about the request for 

bollards and road markings at Bridge Yard. It seems 

there was opposition from other businesses to the 

bollard so the matter is still being debated. Road 

markings should go down however in the near future.  

 

30. Next provisional meeting date 

The next committee meeting is provisionally arranged for Tuesday 17 
June 2025. 

 
End of the meeting 

The meeting finished at 8.05 pm 
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Appendix A - Comments and questions from the public 

There were around 3 comments and questions from the public and councillors 
at the meeting. There were 4 members of the public present.  
 

[Q1] Question regarding the traffic scheme – the Spring newsletter states that a 

‘feasibility study would be required to assess the viability of the bus contraflow 

system, and without it, the one-way scheme would not be implemented’.  The 

resident went on to add that ‘we know a bus contra flow won’t work’ so what is 

the point of putting in a restriction which won’t work and what are the town 

council going to do about it.  

 

The Chair confirmed that Wiltshire Council will decide whether or not a bus 

contra-flow is feasible, but he believes a contra-flow can work. 

Indeed, the Atkins modelling report included bus contraflows for both options 

A and C on the advice of engineers and modellers. The Town Council has to 

work with Wiltshire Council on this matter. Independent traffic engineering 

advice from a resident highly experienced in the field also strongly suggests a 

contraflow is feasible. 

Councillors cannot comment on what they will ‘do about it’ at the moment as 

the councils are in a state of purdah ahead of the local elections.    

 

[Q2] Question whether the Chair will ask Wiltshire Council  to designate 

Springfield as a quiet road/street as indicated in the LPT3 plan.   
 

The Chair confirmed that he would ask. 

 

[Q3] Another question about the bus contraflow statement in the Newsletter 

and also that at bullet point 3: East to West on Silver Street is not uphill. 
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The Chair referred to Q1 for the answer on the bus contraflow and confirmed 

there was an error and East to West on Silver Street is downhill.  


