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Minutes 

From the committee meeting at 7.00 pm on Tuesday 3 June 2025 

At United Church, 10 St Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon

 

Decision making 

The decisions made by the committee at this meeting are at minute 1, 2, 4, 6 & 

7. 

 

Present 

Councillors: 

• Sam Blackwell (Chair) 

• Kevin Elliott 

• Ghika Savva 

• Katie Vigar 

• Jack Vittles (Mayor) 

Town Council Officers: 

• Ian Brown – Town Clerk 

Meeting clerk: 

• Sarah Howe – Committee Clerk 
 

Apologies 

From Councillors unable to attend the meeting: 

• James Atkinson 

• Kate Bessant 

• Ben Reed (Vice Chair) 
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1. Election of Chair of the committee 

Councillor Vittles as Chair and Mayor of the Council asked for 

nominations for the Chair of the Sustainable Tavel committee and 

suggested Councillor Sam Blackwell. As there were no further 

nominations:  

Proposed by Councillor Vigar 

Seconded by Councillor Vittles 

And with all in favour it was resolved: that the Chair of the Sustainable 

Travel for 2025-26 will be Councillor Sam Blackwell.  

Councillor Blackwell then took the chair and presided over the rest of 

the meeting. 

   

2. Election of Vice Chair of the committee 

Councillor Blackwell asked for nominations for the Vice Chair of the 

Sustainable Travel committee and Councillor Reed was suggested. 

Although absent, Councillor Reed had agreed to have his name put 

forward. As there were no further nominations:  

Proposed by Councillor Vittles 

Seconded by Councillor Savva 

And with all in favour resolved: that the Vice-Chair of the Sustainable 

Travel committee for 2025-26 will be Councillor Ben Reed. 

 

3. Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

4. Minutes from the previous meeting of the committee 

Proposed by Councillor Vigar 
Seconded by Councillor Vittles 
And with all in favour it was resolved: that the minutes of the last 
committee meeting held on the 25 March 2025 be accepted as a true 
record. 
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5. Matters arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

 

6. Agenda item 8 – Local Highways and Footways Improvement group 

(LHFIG)  

The Chair began by explaining the LHFIG group, how it sits within the Wiltshire 

Council’s area board system able to take decisions and release funds to carry 

out highways and footpaths projects in the very local area taking in Bradford 

on Avon and the surrounding villages. The area board itself covers amongst 

other things community issues, small highways matters, some liaising with the 

Police. Currently Bradford on Avon and the villages contribute 50% towards 

requested LHFIG improvements which is a high figure compared with most 

other LHFIG groups in the county. As the town council are not the Highways 

department, only small matters can be proposed via LHFIG such as new 

signage and dropped kerbs and requests should not include maintenance 

issues. The proposed traffic management scheme for the town is not an LHFIG 

matter and would attract funding from elsewhere. Wiltshire Council has 

reduced the area board’s budget for this year so there will be further funding 

constraints.  

(i) The new LHFIG requests were noted, and it was agreed that the 

Chair would email round to ask for volunteers from the committee 

to form a delegated group to take part in a site visit of the new 

requests very soon. 

(ii) The Chair introduced the ‘evidence of community support’ item as 

supplied with the agenda and believed that it would be worth 

trialling the process. Therefore: 

Proposed by Councillor Blackwell 

Seconded by Councillor Vigar  

And with all in favour resolved: to introduce the 

option for the council to ask for ‘evidence of 

community support’ with new LHFIG requests. 

(iii) The list of current LHFIG requests was noted. One ongoing request 

in Bridge Yard where business parking spaces have been blocked 

by traffic parking inconsiderately nearby has a new proposal which 

will be more expensive than the current funding allocation 

approved. Councillor Vittles asked whether the businesses 
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concerned could make a financial contribution and it was 

confirmed that they could, requestors have been asked to 

contribute to other proposals. Councillor Vigar also added that 

there is a lack of enforcement problem by Wiltshire Council in this 

case which needs investigating. It was agreed that the final 

decision regarding the proposal will be delegated to the town 

clerk, the chair of the committee and Councillor Vigar. This will 

allow the decision to be taken before the next Sustainable Travel 

meeting in October. 

    

7. Agenda item 9 – Auto Speed Watch  

The Town Clerk updated councillors that an Auto Speed Watch camera 

is installed on the Trowbridge Road, the data from which is not of 

interest to Wiltshire Police’s Community Speed Watch team. An Auto 

Speed Watch volunteer group has been set up to verify speeding 

vehicles and those identifiable through their livery (commercial 

vehicles) will be sent a letter. This is for educational purposes advising 

of specific transgressions. The Chair supported this idea and believed it 

is right for the town council to step up and do what it can to reduce 

speeding in the town.  

Proposed by Councillor Blackwell 

Seconded by Councillor Elliott 

And with all in favour resolved: to introduce an educational initiative 

to advise those commercial vehicles identified as speeding through the 

town.  
 

8. Next meeting date 

The next committee meeting is arranged for Tuesday 7 October 2025. 
 

End of the meeting 

The meeting finished at 7.55 pm 
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Appendix A - Comments and questions from the public 

There were around 3 comments and questions from the public and councillors 
at the meeting. There were 5 members of the public present.  
 

[Q1] A question regarding Agenda item 8 and the new ‘evidence of community 

support’ proposal. 

The resident is wondering if the town council arm dealing with the new LHFIG 

requests is becoming heavyweight and clunky. Does this put Bradford on Avon 

at a disadvantage compared with other members of our LHFIG group.  

Is there anything stopping new requests being published along with the 

requestors name like with planning applications? 

The Sustainable Travel delegated group: when will it be appointed?  

The Chair confirmed he would respond to most of this by email, however the 

use of resources does need careful consideration. Requests supported by the 

town council should give maximum impact for as many members of the public 

as possible. 

Councillor Vigar suggested the Chair email all members of the committee to 

see who is available to form the delegated group each time it’s needed.  

The previous Chair of the committee was in the audience and confirmed that it 

would be better if the process is clunky at our end than at the Wiltshire Council 

end as objections lead to a lot of wasted time. 

A ‘50 ways to better walking’ leaflet was handed out. 

 

[Q2] A resident representing other residents on the north side of town had sent 

a report to councillors asking for a pedestrian crossing between Downs View 

and Wine Street on the Winsley Road, they would also like to see the speed 

limit adhered to with additional signage.  
 

So, has a footfall survey been completed?  

The Chair confirmed he is well aware of the issue on the Winsley Road and 

believes it is a dangerous/unsafe route particularly for school children. The 

footfall survey is the first stage in the process and will dictate the type of 

pedestrian crossing possible. The Chair could not give a time scale but data 
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needs collecting at the most appropriate time and certainly not during school 

holidays. He would chase the contractor involved, however.  

There has been in incident involving an overturned digger on a trailer and 2 

other vehicles, so more signage and a realignment of the road surface is 

required.  

The Chair agreed the whole area would need a package of measures; however, 

the town council has already put forward the case for 20mph across the whole 

of the town. He also confirmed funding would need to come from a 

substantive bid not just the LHFIG process.    

 

[Q3] A resident asked what is the Vision for the new traffic management 

scheme through town? Is it still some one-way, wider pavements and a bus 

contraflow. 
 

The Chair confirmed that the vision remains the same as at the September 

2024 Full Council meeting which was unanimously agreed upon and reflected 

broader town agreement.  

Councillor Vittles confirmed that he has been chasing Wiltshire Council to push 

the initiative forwards, but the election has led to a pause. However, town 

councillors and officers have met with the new Cabinet member for Highways 

recently who understands the frustrations. The Chair also confirmed that the 

town council will strive to ensure that the need for the buses to run in a timely 

fashion does not scupper the overall plan to improve traffic in the town.  


