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Community and Wellbeing committee minutes 

Minutes 

From the committee meeting at 7pm on Tuesday 8 October 2024 

At St. Margaret’s Hall, Bradford on Avon

 

Decision making 

The decisions made by the committee at this meeting are at minute 25.  

 

Present 

Councillors: 

▪ Kate Bessant 
▪ Sam Blackwell 
▪ Jennie Parker (Chair) 
▪ Alison Potter 
▪ Katie Vigar 

Town Council Officers: 

▪ Ian Brown - Chief Executive & Town Clerk 
▪ Chris Stringer – Deputy Town Clerk 
▪ George Tomlinson – Engagement Officer 
▪ Matthew McLaughlin – Communications Officer 

Meeting clerk: 

▪ Sarah Howe – Committee Clerk 
 

Apologies 

From Councillors unable to attend the meeting: 
▪ Jack Vittles (Vice-Chair) 
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23. Presentation by BoASkate 

Marsha Mars from SkateBoA came to give a presentation to councillors. 

SkateBoA was set up during the fundraising campaign to build the 

skatepark for the town and continues to promote skating and the 

skatepark at Poulton fields as a fun environment and a positive space for 

any age and ability. The group also plans various related activities and are 

hoping to engage youth volunteers to train as skate marshals to build 

confidence in the use of the facility.  

BoASkate was established as an Independent Voluntary Group in March 

2024. The website Skateboa.org has recently been revamped to promote 

the skatepark’s facilities, highlight the various paths and ramps available, 

offer things to do and enjoy, how to get involved and sell some branded 

merchandise.  

Overall BoASkate is hoping to do more fundraising, provide skate lessons, 

coaching, equipment and perhaps competitions as well as programmes to 

provide volunteer marshals.  

They would like a table at the Christmas Lights Switch On if possible selling 

merchandise and are also thinking about a fundraising film night where 

skate films, created by skaters themselves, are shown. Marsha concluded 

that the group are asking people to join the community and donate time, 

money and generally spread the word.  

Councillor Vigar asked if girls are happy to use the facilities. Marsha 

confirmed that the group did organise an all-girl event recently and 

attracted around 15-20 attendees. The group has also been asked to host 

a similar event in Bath with perhaps more in the new year.  

Councillor Vigar was impressed that SkateBoA still has good level of 

support; the Chair asked if the skatepark was suitable for very young 

punters and Marsha confirmed all ages are welcomed and accommodated.   

The slides and website link for the presentation are available here:  

 SkateBoA October 2024 presentation 

 

 

 

https://skateboa.org/
file:///C:/Users/Sarah%20Howe/Downloads/SkateBOA-Oct24-Update-PPTversion.pptx
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24. Declarations of interest 

Councillor Blackwell declared a vested interest in Agenda item 10 - BoA Youth 
update - as his son attended the Summer Holiday club.  

 

25. Minutes of the previous meeting 

Proposed by Councillor Vigar 
Seconded by Councillor Potter 

And with all in favour it was resolved: that the Minutes of the last committee 
meeting held on 16 July 2024 be accepted as a true record of the meeting. 
 

26. Matters arising 

None. 
 

27. Agenda item 7 - Chair’s Update 

The Chair mentioned the very successful Communi-Tea event held in 
September in conjunction with Alzheimer’s Dementia Support group. The Chair 
would like to organise two Communi-Teas a year and is looking into this. The 
funds raised at the event are yet to be announced.  

 

28. Agenda item 8 - New website update 

The Communications Officer provided a short presentation about the new 

town council website. The town council is obliged to meet accessibility 

standards (Public Sector Bodies Accessibility Regulations 2018) to ensure all 

users needs are met. The set of standards is called the Website Content 

Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) from the Equality Act 2010. Guidelines cover 

how a website is structured and navigated and how the website is presented 

and displayed. 

The town council has recently received important and critical feedback 

about the website and it is now under a restructuring programme to make it 

easier for visitors and residents to find the information they need.  

The new website features include: WCAG 2.2AA compliance, clearer site 

structure and layout, improved search functions, accessible document archive 

and condensed content.  

The search bar is central and clearer on the new homepage alongside 4 

panels (currently Committee and meetings, Your Councillors, What we do, 



 

Page 14 of 15 

 

Grants and Funding) which can be changed periodically depending on 

frequently accessed information.  

The Communications Officer rounded off the presentation by asking for 

feedback from councillors, mentioned that the resident’s panel will be asked 

questions and that the new format will be launched in November.  

The Communications Officer also responded to the public question at 

Appendix A by stating the town council are, in respect environmental 

information it holds, obliged to: 

• progressively make the information available to the public by 

electronic means which are easily accessible  

• take reasonable steps to organise the information relevant to its 

functions with a view to the active and systematic dissemination 

to the public of the information 

as it applies to information the town council already have or is reasonable to 

obtain. 

Both Councillors Bessant and Vigar thanked the Communications Officer for 

all his hard work, declared that this was an important piece of work, to 

improve the website and make it as accessible friendly as possible.  

The Explore BoA website will also receive the same treatment and be linked to 

the town council website.   

29. Agenda item 9 – Heritage Open Days 

There was a short report supplied with the agenda. The Lock Up on the town 

bridge was opened for three days in September. Around 50 people visited over 

the three days with some international visitors. Kids handouts in a ‘Horrible 

Histories’ style were also available for the first time.  

The Chair thanked those involved for organising a great event. During the three 

days there were some concerns around accessibility on bridge pavement for 

prams and mobility scooters. The Chair suggested the use of barriers and 

Councillor Vigar reiterated the arrangement to use the library carpark as a 

holding area for visitors to improve safety all round.    

30.  Agenda item 10 – BoA Youth 

The Chair referred to the report a supplied with the agenda. Members of 

the BoA Youth team have been trialling a ‘Drop-In’ session at St Margaret’s 
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Hall on a Thursday afternoon from 1.30pm. The early start is to catch those 

who might be home schooled or on a reduced timetable in the early 

afternoon and students making their way home from school later on.  The 

BoA Youth team can then spread the word about the evening sessions run on 

a Tuesday and Thursday evening to attendees. So far the sessions have been 

going well. There have been inducements in the form of food and drinks.  

31. Agenda item 11 – Vaccinations for senior citizens and vulnerable groups 

The Chair confirmed the Bath and Northeast Somerset, Somerset and 

Wiltshire Councils are trialling a system where seasonal vaccinations can be 

administered by teams visiting clubs that senior citizens and vulnerable 

groups attend regularly rather than individuals having to make their way to 

surgeries or centres offering the jabs. The clubs will need to sign up for the 

service by contacting Area Board officers for the time being.  

The Chair believed this to be an excellent initiative and asked for the 

information to be added to the town council’s website. 

32. Agenda item 12 – Police and Crime Commissioner update 

The latest update as supplied with the agenda was noted. 
 

33. Next meeting 

The next committee meeting is arranged for Tuesday 3 December 2024. 
 

End of the meeting 

The meeting finished at 7.40pm 
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Appendix A: Comments and Questions from the Public and Councillors 

 

There were 2 members of the public present. There was 1 agenda related 

question asked from members of the public or councillors.  

Additionally, there were 2 questions asked about unrelated matters. The Chair 

redirected the resident to a Full Council meeting to ask the 2 subsequent 

questions and reiterated that the Full Council public session is where any 

questions can be asked. Questions related only to relevant agenda items or 

matters arising can be asked at committee meetings.  

(Q1) There was a question regarding the dissemination of all relevant 

environmental information on the town council’s website. All suitable 

information since 2005 should be available. Has this been taken into 

consideration with the development of the new website. 

The Chair confirmed this would be answered during the agenda item but that 

also directing the question to the Environment and Green Spaces committee 

Chair might be a good idea.   


