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Environment and Green Spaces committee meeting 27 January 2026 { ot
Agenda item 6 — Chair’s Update =

ECOLOGICAL

Written by Councillor Alex Kay EhERanCY

1. Healthy River project update: no flooding yet.

2. Wessex Water real-time testing in River Avon Testing programme above and below the
site ongoing. Installation details established and planning process on going. Estimated
installation March 2026 to be confirmed (tbc).

3. Wild Waters Festival June/July 2026: one event per community relating to the river.
Details tbc. Meeting 28™ January to plan festival. This is a link to 2025 WWF (Wild
Waters Festival )
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PS8d6A0ps3RgFSilSvhIARKS1-
slgvpX/view?usp=sharing

This was commended in Parliament https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/63863

4. Bradford on Avon Town Council Carbon Footprint report: Awaiting response.

5. Wild Summit- Event in Bristol 11th Sept attended by our rep Andy Gordon. Summaries
distributed and follow up meeting with Clir Gordon, Kate Nottage, Rowena Quantrill to
consider next steps and opportunities.

6. Tithecote Manor Green Space: awaiting residents’ response.

7. Neighbourhood Plan update: ongoing; Greenspaces and corridors being mapped out
and evaluated. Climate and Ecological Emergency at the core of this process. Wiltshire
Council (WC) Local plan is on hold. Clarification on WC policy on Brown field sites (more
complex than thought):

e This housing delivery paper which is part of WLP evidence base sets out the position on what WC counts
in meeting its housing allocations requirement. Para’s 1.5 -1.26 covers the main elements in
this (HDP)

e In summary, at most ‘main settlements’ including market towns WC has chosen to allocate land to meet
its entire housing requirement. It has not included an allowance for larger windfall development
of brownfield sites or small sites. This is to remove a reliance on delivery that is uncertain.

e The HDP states that at constrained settlements scales of growth will be met factoring in a forecast
contribution of homes built on small sites of less than ten dwellings (which will include greenfield
and brownfield windfall sites) — it does not include larger brownfield sites. With this regard, there is a small
site windfall allowance for both greenfield and brownfield sites at each of the main settlements, for the
rural remainder in each of the Housing Market Areas, and a large brownfield windfall allowance at the
HMA level. The breakdown of these can be seen on page 30 of 31 (digital page references) of the
below paper:

e Inasmall number of places WC has allocated a large brownfield site to stimulate regeneration. This
includes Wadworth Brewery in Devizes and Innox Mills in Trowbridge.
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