Environment and Green Spaces Meeting 27 January 2026
Agenda item 7 —Green Spaces Update

Written by — Green Spaces Officer M '

The Town Wardens have been carrying out their usual duties:

Looking after public toilets, emptying bins around the town

Litter picking, sweeping and clearing dog waste in the town centre and elsewhere
Winter grass cutting, mainly in the preparation for wildflower seeds later in the
spring

Preparing interments at the cemetery

Carrying out maintenance of the Town Council’s green spaces and buildings
Assisting with council activities such as the Town Market and BOA Youth
Supporting volunteers including CluB. With the seasonal approach, so more
vegetation is being cleared, back to the spring/summer approach at the start of
February, as well as litter, graffitiand more. CluB are also helping with keeping
Millie’s Garden tidy.

Supporting the Nature Volunteers, who have been working on the Willow Labyrinth,
laying a third (or more if there is time) of the structure, with any remaining to be cut
back at the end of the winter. We have two corporate away days coming up, and
they will be helping with the labyrinth.

In addition, recently they have:

Carried out hedge works at playgrounds and informal hedgerows —we do this in
January and February to leave habitat over the winter, and in preparation for a
March-August restriction because of nesting birds.

Clearance of roads and paths - both weeds, detritus and fallen tree leaves.
Responded to reports of flytipping, litter, graffiti, damaged equipment, vegetation
causing obstruction or hazard

Carried out repairs to play equipment — we have repaired and reinstated swings at
Barton Farm, carried out repairs at St Aldhelm play are in advance of improvements
later this year.

Assisted at events including the Fireworks, Christmas Lights Switch on, and sports
and other bookings on and in town council facilities

Installed replacement and new benches around the town. We have worked with
BOA Men’s Shed to restore some metal-framed benches.

Carried out works in preparation for arborists to work on trees, and made some
dead trees safe —where the woodchip and timber will be reused on our estate.

We will shortly have contractors carrying out specific tree works at Cemetery, Brooklands
and The Strips. Again, woodchip and logs from these works are used as a resource.



