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EMERGENCY

Introduction

Wessex Water invited us to become a Watermark Town in March 2025, based on our
commitment to environmental projects, specifically our Healthy River Project and
involvement with the Wild Waters Festival. This was tentatively accepted but not ratified in
Council meeting as there were no meetings before the local election. The invitation was
confirmed in November. Wessex Water provides resources including up to £2000 grant
money for practical projects and events to encourage reducing water waste, improving
water quality and engaging the wider community about these issues. Although this is not
specifically designed to address flooding, there are some opportunities to raise awareness
and ongoing resilience. The aims of the project clearly reflect those of our town.

About the programme

As a Watermark Town, we will lead sustainable water communities to improve life for
people, places and the planet.

Safe water and wastewater services are essential for our day-to-day lives, our wellbeing
and the natural world.

We recognise that we must work with local communities to help tackle climate and nature
emergencies and respond to the need for:

= carbon neutrality

= rising public expectations of the environment

= higher living costs

= long-term resilience.
https://www.wessexwater.co.uk/become-a-watermark-town

Our commitment

= Agree a council resolution to support working towards Watermark Town status.
PROPOSED MOTION: ‘We support the project to work with Wessex Water to attain
Watermark Town status, by arranging events and projects involving the community, to
raise awareness of water use and waste.’

= Provide officer time to help coordinate and lead the project locally.

= Promote the Watermark Town aims to the wider community.

= Run campaigns and hold local groups to help deliver local projects.
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Next steps

= Consider what projects/events we want to do.
= Plan a community workshop with WW to engage with the wider community and

decide what we will do in 2026.
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