Environment and Green Spaces committee meeting 27 January 2026
Agenda item 9 — Rewilding Gardens and green corridors —
Written by Councillor Alex Kay

Introduction

Bradford on Avon recognises there is a climate and ecological emergency. The loss of
biodiversity and wildlife over the last decades has been devastating, but we can make a
difference. Our gardens, big and small, together account for a significant area of
greenspace, especially in urban areas. Our gardens can provide important opportunities to
aid wildlife to flourish; Water, Food and Shelter.

We hope to improve the understanding of how valuable our gardens are and to encourage
greater connectivity, by developing a Green and Dark Corridors policy in our update of the
Bradford on Avon Neighbourhood Plan. The efforts you make in your garden are so
valuable we would like you to answer the questions below to help add green spots across
the town. This will be useful data to start a Rewild Garden project, similar to the successful
and well-researched Freshford Nature Chain project. More information about rewilding and
biodiversity can be found here: www.naturechain.co.uk/garden-for-wildlife

Do you have a garden or allotment? Y/N

If soisitS/M/L?

WATER

1. Do you have a bird bath and keep fresh water in it year-round?

2. Do you have a pond of any size?

3. Do you have a bog garden?

4. Do you have stream or spring in or adjacent to your garden

FOOD

1. Do you select plants for your garden which provide food for wildlife
2. Foliage for grazers such as caterpillars?

3. Plants that have berries, seeds and nuts?
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4. Flowering plants that provide nectar and pollen through spring,

summer and autumn?

SHELTER

1. Does your garden provide shelter for wildlife? This should include
at least three of the list below:

a. Mixed hedge of dense shrubs, preferably native hedging

b. Evergreen trees or shrubs

C. Wood piles, logs or twigs

d. Compost heap

e. Decomposing plants left over in the winter and dead leaves

f. Long grass of meadow area, including plant species rich grassland
g. Woodland area

h. Ground cover

i. Rock piles or stone walls

j. Roosting boxes for bats and/or birds
k. Insect hotels

l. Hedgehog corridors

m. Badger setts

Soil and Water conservation

1. Do you use a rainwater butt?
2. Do you use mulch to conserve water in the soil?
3. Limit use of a hosepipe?
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4, Only use peat free bought compost?

Organic Practices

5. Have you stopped using chemical pesticides?

6. Have you stopped using chemical herbicides?

7. Have you eliminated chemical fertiliser?

8. Use a compost bin and dig in the mature compost into your garden
soil?

9. Use all the recycling available locally?

10. Reduce mown lawns?

11. Do you use organic alternatives to pesticides e.g. Neem oil, Garlic

spray, soap solution, companion planting such as plant marigolds basil or mint that repel
pests?

WILDLIFE IN YOUR GARDEN

Do you see the following in your garden?

1. Hedgehogs

2. Badgers

3. Bats

4. Fox

5. grey squirrels

6. Voles and mice
7. common shrews
8. Greenfinch

9. Goldfinch

10. House sparrows

AK E&GS 27/01/26 Page 3 of 4



Environment and Green Spaces committee meeting 27 January 2026
Agenda item 9 — Rewilding Gardens and green corridors —=
Written by Councillor Alex Kay

11. Blackbirds
12. Owls

13. Honey bees
14. Butterflies
15. Ladybirds
16. Dragonflies
17. Frogs

18. toads

19. newts

20. Grass snakes
21. Slow-worms
22. Slugs and snails

Would you like more events and information to help you rewild your green spaces?
Do you have anything to add?
Will you share these ideas with your friends and neighbours?

To help us map the wildlife-friendly spaces across town, please provide a location
preferably What 3 words or post code. This will provide valuable data for our
Neighbourhood Plan

Thank you for your help.
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