
 

  
 

Simple explanation of the Bradford on Avon Flood dashboard 
 
Flood Guidance Statement (FGS) 
This is a 5-day risk-based product for England and Wales. It: 
 is produced by the Flood Forecasting Centre (FFC) 
 forecasts at a local authority scale 
 shows the forecast level of flood risk for the coming 5 days for surface water, 

river, groundwater and coastal flooding 
 uses a detailed risk matrix approach, based on a combination of likelihoods 

and impacts 
 
An FGS (Flood Guidance Statement) risk matrix is a 4x4 grid used in the UK by 
emergency responders, developed by the Flood Forecasting Centre (FFC), to 
assess flood risk based on the likelihood (Very Low, Low, Medium, High) versus 
the impact (Minimal, Minor, Significant, Severe) for areas in England & Wales, 
resulting in overall risk levels (Very Low to High) coloured green, yellow, amber 
and red to guide planning for surface, river, groundwater and coastal flooding. 
Find out more at: Introduction to flood risk Matrix 
 
Flood Warnings and Alerts 
These show the Flood Warnings and Alerts for the local catchment. By tapping a 
symbol a box appears with a link to the Alert/Warning statements for the relevant 
catchment. Our catchment is “Mid River Avon and tributaries including Melksham 
and Bradford on Avon”. Tap the text to be taken to the Alert/Warning description. 
Here, you can also view the map for the area affected. 
 
Gauge Summary 
The gauges are for river gauges of watercourses that flow down catchment to 
Bradford on Avon. They are arranged in 2 groups: 
1. The Bristol Avon 

 Brokenborough (Tetbury just north of Malmesbury) 
 Great Somerford (on the Bristol Avon between Malmesbury and 

Chippenham) and  
 Bradford on Avon (Barton Farm Country park).  

 
These gauges allow us to see the water coming down the catchment from the 
North. 
 
 
 



 

  
 

2. Watercourses from the east 
 Stanley (this measures the River Marden, a small tributary, flowing from the 

hills surrounding Calne and joins the Avon about a mile upstream of 
Chippenham) 

 Semington (this is Semington Brook, a headwater tributary, flowing from 
West Lavington and Devizes to join the Bristol Avon at Whaddon, south of 
Melksham) and  

 Trowbridge (the river Biss where streams from Westbury, Upton 
Scudamore and Berkley flow north to North Bradley and then Trowbridge, 
joining the Bristol Avon east of Widbrook woods.) 

 
These drain a large area to the east of the main Bristol Avon. 
 

River Levels 5 days 
The river levels for the last 5 days are shown. This is useful to indicate whether 
levels are Rising, Steady or Falling in the short term. The vertical blue lines are the 
rainfall amounts over the 5 days. 
 
River Levels (Midday only)  
The river levels for the last 3 months are shown. This is useful to indicate whether 
levels are Rising, Steady or Falling in the medium term. 
 
Monthly Rain Totals 
Shows monthly rainfall totals for each month Light blue 2024 and Red 2025. 
 
 
 


